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The Louisville meeting was an unquestioned 
success. The large number of persons pres- 
ent, the .sood attendance at sessions, the en- 
thusiasm evident at all times showed how 
wise had been the action of the executive 
committees in deciding for a tri-state meet- 
ing and in selecting Louisville as the place. 
Knowing the city’s reputation for hospitality, 
the visiting librarians were prepared for much, 
but the automobile ride, the Seelbach lunch- 
eon, the kindly reception accorded by the mem- 
bers of the library staff, the library board and 
others on all occasions, were beyond all ex- 
pectations. 

So pleasant was the meeting that one heard 
on all sides the query, “Why not have a joint 
meeting every year?” No statement could 
have been made that would have been more 
flattering to the committee in charge. Owing 
to the fact, however, that many librarians 
from the smaller places find it impossible to 
attend such a conference, may we not profit- 
ably continue to hold unpretentious meetings 
at different places within the state, at least, 
until institutes and local meetings are more 
common? 


The Commission believes that the organiza- 
tion of the Indiana Library Trustees’ Associa- 


tion is a great step forward in the library 
movement of this state. It is only natural 
that many people appointed members of 
library boards should have had little or no 
previous experience in library matters. This 
association, holding annual meetings, will offer 
an opportunity for those who are really in- 
terested in the library—and nearly all trus- 
tees are—-to familiarize themselves with 
methods and policies of similar institutions in 
other cities. 


The reference assistant of the State Library 
has called our attention to what is doubtless 
an oversight on the part of some librarians 
who borrow books from that library. Not in- 
frequently requests are received for the loan of 
an inexpensive volume, the postage on which 
to and from the library amounts to as much 
as the purchase price of the book, and some- 
times even more. There may be reasons for 
borrowing such a book under certain circum- 
stances, but it certainly is not good economy 
when the book can be bought outright from 
a dealer at little or no additional expense and 
received just as promptly. If the board does 
not allow the librarian to purchase a few 
books on demand in this way, something 
should be done to make them see the necessity 
of such an arrangement. 


The Commission contemplates sending out 
before the end of the year printed statistical 
blanks to all the public libraries in Indiana. 
These will be made to include daily, monthly 
and annual statistics of circulation and perhaps 
monthly and annual statistics of finance, etc. 
The object is to make it easy for all librarians 
to keep simple statistics and to provide a uni- 
form basis for the annual report to the Com- 
mission required by law. These blanks are 
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expected to take the place of any statistical 
books or blanks that are now being used. 

Blanks for this year’s report will be sent 
our during the next few months, an effort 
being made to have them reach each library 
just before the end of its fiscal year if this is 
known. 


BOOKS FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS. 





This is a good time to consider the subject 
of books as presents. Every book-dealer bold- 
ly advertises that the “best gift is a book.” 
But it should be understood that books do not 
make the best gifts, because they are easiest 
to give. It is rather because they afford so 
large a field of selection in which to suit the 
personality of the recipient. “Anything that’s 
a book” does not apply here. The secret of 
Christmas giving (any giving, for that mat- 
ter) is the spirit behind the gift. It is best 
shown in the care given to selection, which is 
only effective as the gift suits the taste and 
prejudices of the recipient. That is why it 
is so hard for librarians to recommend books 
successfully. We cannot know the person for 
whom the gift is intended, or if we do, it is 
very likely the giver prefers to keep his name 
secret. A step beyond the mere recommen- 
dation of books is the little display of suitable 
books which may be set aside on a table dur- 
ing the holiday season. 

In the matter of recommending books, if it 
is desired to spend only a small sum, wisdom 
lies in selecting a beautifully printed volume 
rather than illustrated ones. Such are the 
editions published by Thomas B. Mosher, of 
Portland, Me. Every book-loving librarian 
should possess his catalog. Paul Elder, of San 
Francisco, publishes from his Tomoy6 Press 
books that possess a highly artistic distinction. 
They are designed by Will Dwiggens, one of 
the leading modern printer-designers. Alfred 
Bartlett, of 69 Cornhill, Boston, though more 
noted for his “dodgers,” also publishes several 
little volumes notewothy for design and com- 
position. When it comes to something more 
expensive in this line, the Riverside Press 
editions from the hand of Bruce Rogers stand 
pre-eminent. 

A warning should be given against most of 
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the illustrated Editions.” 


“Special Holiday 
They consist usually of little text (often poor- 
ly printed), much so-called decoration and poor 


illustrations wrapped in many ribbons. It is 
much better to select really choice editions and 
add the ribbon yourself. 

The following illustrated books have been 
selected after examination of practically all 
the new publications of the year as worthy 
editions and distinctive in illustration. 

Edwards, G. W. Holland of today. Moffat, 
$6.00. Thoroughly happy pictures. of Dutch 
characters and scenes. Penfield’s Holland 
Sketches, which have a decorative or poster- 
like effect are very distinctive and quite pleas- 
ing to many. Scribner, $2.50. 

Parrish, Maxfield. Arabian Nights, edited 
by Wiggin and Smith. Noteworthy for the 
twelve superb color illustrations in his own 
characteristic and irreproachable manner. 
Scribner, $2.50. 

Pennell, J. and E. R. French Cathedrals. 
Century, $5.00. No recent book can approach 
this in its wealth of illustrations of a much 
described subject. Illustrations by Joseph 
Pennell and adequate descriptions by Mrs. Pen- 
nell. " 

Rackham, Arthur. He illustrates this year 
Grimm’s Fairy Tales, Doubleday, $6.00, and 
Undine, $2.50. His illustrations are unique, 
being notable for their grotesque and bizarre 
effects which have won him appreciation in 
his previously published Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, $5.00, Rip Van Winkle, $5.00, and Alice 
in Wonderland, $1.40. 

Schauffler, R. H. Romantic Germany. Ex- 
ceedingly interesting and well illustrated book 
covering practically a new field of travel. 
Century, $3.50. E. C. Piexotto’s Through the 
French Provinces, Scribner, $2.50, is another 
beautifully illustrated book which describes 
in much the same spirit the lesser known 
parts of France. 

Van Dyke, J. C. ''he New New-York. Many 
illustrations by Joseph Pennell in his distinct - 
ive American manner afford opportunity for 
a refined appreciation of the beauties of the 
great city and especially for an understanding 
of New York City of today. Macmillan, $4.00. 


LOUIS J. BAILEY, 
Librarian, Public Library, Gary, Ind. 
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g | 
Date. PLace. 4 PRESIDENT. Vice-PRESIDENT. Secrerary. TREASURER, 
3 
< 
1892 | Indianapolis....| 16 | E. B. Thompson................ Arthur Cunningham... Mary E. Ahern. 
. Wabash College. , ‘ 
1893 | Indianapolis....' 12 | Arthur Cunningham............ Louise Scantlin....... Mary E. Ahern, 
——. ke Normal. : 
1894 | Indianapolis....| 15 | Eliza G. Browning.............. W. W. Spangler...... Mary E. Ahern, 
Public py aetna halianeaite. ? 
1895 | Indianapolis....| 26 be 4 na > cna Bayona oY aie Elizabeth Day Swan. . Nancy Baker. 
tate Library. 
1896 | Indianapolis....| 36 i tome. Beieti a akiatrexn< sATa J. H. Ashabranner. .. . Mary E. Ahern, 
napolis. 
1897 | Indianapolis....| 19 Elnetecs Swan TE ee rere J.S. Leach ......... Mary E. Ahern. 
Purdue University. ; j ne 
1898 | Indianapolis....| 30 | J.C. Leach.................... Helen T. Guild....... Albert Faurot......... Isabel McIIhennan. 
Public Library, Kokomo. : 
1899 | Indianapolis....| 18 yt, 8 Oe a Albert Faurot........ Belle Hanna.......... Jessie Allen. 
1900 | Indianapolis....| 24 | Helen Guild................... Arthur Cunningham...| W. E. Henry.......... Nellie B. Fatout. 
iaiows ir Library. : ‘ 
1901 | Indianapolis....; 25 | Marilla W. Freeman............ F. A. Walker........ Jennie Elrod........., .| Nellie B. Fatout. 
“Publ sos y, Michigan City. é 
1902 | Indianapolis....| 39 — _ Benes wissen d8 oe al E. E. Mummert...... Anna G. Hubbard... .. Arthur Cunningham. 
1903 | Indianapolis....| 43 wine ae Belle Hanna......... Bertha E. Poindexter. .| Virginia Tutt. 
Public Lib oe 5 : nie 
1904 | Indianapolis....| 40 ur Cunningham............ Jennie B. Jessup..... Ida R. Gruwell........ T. F. Fitzgibbons. 
pw ey State Normal. Rie 
1905 | Muncie......... 56 ey Stain aeueeties ois W. M. Hepburn...... Katherine Fisher... ... Ida M. Mendenhall. 
i Leary, ‘uncie. 
1906 | Kokomo........ 67 | Lillian B. Arnold............... Annette L. Clark... .. Harlow Lindley....... F. R. Kautz. 
Public Library Commission. 
1907 | Indianapolis....| 27 | Virginia eae oe ese anceaigas eer Ethel F. McCollough..! Susan K. Beck........ Demarchus C. Brown. 
uth Bend. 
1908 | Richmond...... 36 Harlow Li dey SE Katherine Chipman...| Ella F. Corwin........ Demarchus C. Brown. 
Ear! : 
1909 | Louisville, Ky...| 47 | W.E. Jenkins aide sirencea kale Elizabeth C. Earl. .... Annette L. Clark...... Demarchus C. Brown. j 
Indiana University. 3 i : 
































Constitution. 
Article I. Name. 


This organization shall be called the Indi- 
ana Library Association. 


Article II. Object. 


Its object shall be to promote the library 
interests of Indiana. 


Article III. Members. 


Any librarian, trustee or person actively 
identified with library work, may become a 
member of this Association by signing the 
Constitution and paying an annual fee of fifty 
(50) cents. Any other person interested in pro- 
moting the object of this Association may be- 
come a member of it by a vote of the Execu- 
tive Board and payment of an annual mem- 
bership fee of one dollar. 


Article IV. Officers. 


The officers of this Association 
shall be a president, a vice-president, a secre- 
tary and a treasurer. These officers, with the 
chairman of the local committee and tne chair- 
men of such standing committees as may here- 
after be appointed, shall constitute an Execu- 
tive Board. 

See. 2. The officers shall be elected by bal- 
lot, at the annual meeting, when a plurality 
vote shall elect. 

Sec. 3. The local committee and -its chair- 
man shall be appointed by the librarian or 
librarians residing in the city or town where 
the annual meeting is held. 

Sec. 4. As many standing committees may 
be appointed by the Executive Board as the 
Association may deem necessary. 


Section 1]. 


Article V. Duties. 


Section 1. The president, in addition to the 
usual duties of that office, shall make such 
appointments as may be necessary to fill va- 
cancies. The vice-president shall perform, the 
duties of the president in the absence of that 
officer. 

Sec. 2. The secretary, in addition to the 
usual duties of that office, shall place the 
order for printing the program prepared by 
the Executive Board and distribute it with 
any proposed amendment to the Constitution 
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at least two weeks previous to the annual 
meeting. The secretary shall render an an- 
nual report. 

Sec. 3. The treasurer shall collect all dues 
and pay all accounts upon the written order 
of the president, and shall render a financial 
report at the annual meeting. 

Sec. 4. The local committee shall make all 
necessary provision for the annual meeting. 

Sec. 5. No expense shall be incurred unless 
authorized in writing by the Executive Board. 


Article VI. Meetings. 


The Association shall hold an annual meet- 
ing at such time and place as may be selected 
by the committee on time and place. Special 
meetings may be called by the Executive 
Board. 


Article VII. Rules of Order. 


This Association shall be governed by Rob- 
erts’ Rules of Order. 


Article VIII. Amendments. 


Two-thirds of the votes cast shall be neces- 
sary for the adoption of any amendment to 
the Constitution. 


History of the Indiana Library Association.* 


The beginnings of all great movements are 
likely to be veiled in more or less of obscurity, 
for as a rule those launching the movement 
have no conception of what the result may be. 

Sometime in the year 1891 one or two indi- 
viduals became possessed of the idea that 
something ought to be done to better library 
conditions in Indiana, for the State had been 
somewhat of a laggard in library affairs. The 
call was sent out to the various libraries of 
the State from the State Library. At the pre- 
liminary meeting were Miss M. E. Ahern and 
Mr. J. P. Dunn, then of the State Library; 
Miss Browning, of Indianapolis; Miss Swan, 
of Purdue; Mr. Spangler, of Indiana Univer- 
sity; Mr. Thompson, of Wabash College, and 
Mr. Cunningham, of the State Normal School 
Library. 

Miss Browning was the only representative 


*Written from notes used in President’s address be- 
fore the Indiana Library Association, October 22, 1908. 














of a local public library, although there were 
other public libraries in the State at the time, 
even if it was before the day of Mr. Carnegie’s 
influence along this line. The cause for the 
seeming indifference on the part of the public 
libraries at the time can probably be account- 
ed for because of the lack of mutual interest, 
lack of funds, and lack of assistants. Subse- 
quent library meetings show that the attend- 
ance and interest of public librarians have in- 
creased while that of reference and college 
librarians has to a certain extent fallen off. 

At the preliminary meeting in 1891, it was 
unanimously decided to call a state meeting, 
arrange a program, and adopt a constitution. 
The first officers chosen were: Mr. Thompson, 
of Wabash College, President; Mr. Cunning- 
ham, of the State Normal School, Vice-Presi- 
dent, and Miss Ahern, Secretary-Treasurer. 
These officers also constituted the Executive 
Committee. 

The first annual meeting was held in the 
State House, December 27, 1892, and the pro- 
gram was rather full for one day’s meeting. 
Among tk: subjects discussed were library 
architecture, the school and the library, libra- 
ary legislation, classification, shelf arrange- 
ment, open shelves, etc., all of which goes to 
show that their intentions were good. The 
first constitution, which was adopted at this 
meeting, was a short and very liberal one. 

The second annual meeting, which occurred 
in 1893, continued for two days, and at the 
fourth annual meeting, in 1895, the first speak- 
er from outside the Association appeared. 

The fifth annual meeting marked a new era 
in the life of the Association. Miss Cornelia 
Marvin, then of Chicago, was engaged to take 
charge of a three days’ library institute, out 
of which was probably evolved the Public Li- 
brary Commission of today. 

At the sixth annual meeting, Governor 
Mount addressed the Association on “A plea 
for the distribution of reading matter to 
rural districts.’ This address probably 
aroused the interest which finally resulted in 
our system of traveling libraries controlled by 
the Public Library Commission of the state. 

About this time a new constitution was 
adopted limiting active membership and pro- 
viding for the casting of a unit vote. The 


[2—22568] 
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Association had been meeting at the time of 
the Indiana State Teachers’ Association, but 
it was now thought best to change the time 
of the Library Association to a different date. 
At the ninth annual meeting the first report 
was made from the traveling libraries com- 
mittee. 

In 1902, Mr. Melvil Dewey addressed the 
Association and each year since some distin- 
guished visitor has been present and addressed 
the meetings. Among these have been Mr. 
R. G. Thwaites, of Wisconsin; Miss Mary 
Plummer, of Pratt Institute Library School; 
Mr. Bostwick, of New York; Mr. Hodges, of 
Cincinnati; Hon. W. D. Foulke, of Richmond, 
Indiana, and others. 

It is always from small beginnings that 
great achievements grow, and we of the pres- 
ent should be very thankful for the founda- 
tion laid by those faithful charter members, 
eighteen years ago. But the work is only be- 
gun. We still have before us the question of 
the greatest good for the greatest number. 
The function of the library as an institution 
of society is the development and enrichment 
of human life in the entire community by 
bringing to all the people the books that be- 
long to them and fit their respective condi- 
tions. If it were possible to be sure that the 
word education would be taken in its broad- 
est sense, we might say that the function of 
the library is the all-around education of the 
entire community, let the community be on 
whatever basis of grouping it may. To ac- 
complish this, books should be selected which 
tend toward the development and enrichment 
of life, and here is the librarian’s opportunity. 
In the purchase of every book the question 
should be asked, is there anything in it which 
will produce a good effect on the life of the 
readers, and will it be of service and pleasure 
to anyone? The basis of selection should be 
positive and not negative, and the interests of 
both individuals and of groups should be con- 
sidered. In building up a systematic collec- 
tion of books, personal bias and interests must 
be avoided, and though the task may be a diffi- 
cult one, yet proportion and balance must re- 
ceive attention. 

In distributing these books the library is not 
in any formal way teaching science, language, 
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literature, history or morality. It is simply 
setting free and directing into wise channels, 
forces which shall naturally play their part 
in broadening and unifying life, in giving it 
purity and beauty and sweetness, and is a 
real gain for the individual and society. Are 
you not glad you have an opportunity to as- 
sist in this process? 

No education is complete without the ac- 
quirement of the habit of systematic reading. 
There is in the state of Indiana a library 
which says “The People’s University” at the 
front entrance. Just think what this im- 
plies, and then realize our responsibility. Is 
the library with which you are associated do- 
ing the best it can for the people who sup- 
port and patronize it? If not, why? Are 
those within its reach aware of its opportuni- 
ties? If not, why? Do your professional men, 
your school children, your factory men and 
women and all other classes find in the library 
what they want and what they need? If not, 
why? 

I might go on and enumerate question after 
question. The last fifteen years have been 
fruitful ones in library activity in our state— 
our state library, our public library commis- 
sion, our traveling libraries, our increase of 
libraries both public and private, our means 
of training in library schools, our spirit of 
co-operation our increase in efficiency, our abil- 
ity at creating public sentiment, etc., but un- 
til the questions just referred to and many 
others are answered, both by the librarian 
and those whom he or she serves, the Indiana 
Library Association as an organization and its 
members as individuals will find no time for 
idle dreaming or self-satisfied congratulation, 
and we are the ones who must by the nature 
of the case assist in the solution of all these 
problems. 

HARLOW LINDLEY, 
Librarian, Earlham College Library, Richmond, 
Indiana. 


Greeting from Miss Ahern. 


President Indiana Library Association: 

It gives me the greatest pleasure to com- 
ply with the request to send a word of greet- 
ing in relation to the work of the Indiana 
Library Association. 
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The organization was born out of the 
deeply felt need for touch with kindred in- 
terests, in 1891. The library spirit, engen- 
dered by the successive meetings of the Ameri- 
ean Library Association, was brooding in the 
hearts of most of those in the library ranks 
in Indiana at that period, and the letter, sent 
on a venture to Dr. Thompson, librarian of 
Wabash College, Mr. Cunningham of the State 
Normal School, Miss Goslee of Willard Li- 
brary, Mrs. Stein of the Public Library of La- 
fayette, and Miss Browning of the Indian- 
apolis Public Library, brought a hearty re- 
sponse in favor of the organization. I greatly 
fear we manufactured a good deal of enthu- 
siasm for other people in those days, but 
nevertheless each succeeding year brought a 
larger number under the influence and into 
the membership of the association. And when 
the change of circumstances carried me with- 
out the boundary of the Indiana Library As- 
sociation, its future was assured. 

In the important time between 1891 and 
the formation of the Indiana Library Com- 
mission, the association took on itself the 
duties that subsequently fell to the province 
of the commission. Publicity of library ex- 
tension was sought in the meetings of various 
societies, literary and technical. Institutes 
were held for the benefit of those who were 
far removed from the centers of activity, and 
personal work by various members tided over 
the time until the state provided a supervis- 
ing body. : 

An honor that belongs, in a way, to the 
Indiana Library Association, has never been 
mentioned, so far as I know. Because of the 
clearer insight into the value of organized 
library work, which grew out of the meetings 
of the American Library Association, I sought 
the help of Senator W. B. McCord, of Morgan 
County, and Representative Allen Swope, of 
Jackson County, the former of whom prepared 
a bill and introduced it into the Senate, re- 
moving the State library of Indiana from the 
control of the State Legislature and placing 
it in the care of the State Board of Education. 
Representative Swope gave the matter his at- 
tention and care in the House of Representa- 
tives, and almost at the last day of the term 
rescued the bill from oblivion in the House cal- 
endar and had it passed. 
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This I consider one of the most important 
acts in library development in Indiana, and 
one which should not be lost sight of in re- 
viewing the progress of the work. The libra- 
rians of this later day cannot realize what the 
conditions were before this important measure 
was passed. 

In my judgment the Asociation will lose 
a very great opportunity for self helpfulness 
as well as for assistance to the development 
of the work for the State, if there is not a 
close and most sympathetic and _ intelligent 
co-operation between the Library Association 
and the Library Commission. By this I mean 
co-operation in furthering ideals and develop- 
ing important work entirely independent of 
the personal element. The best object lesson 
in this, perhaps, is to be seen in the neighbor- 
ing state of Michigan, where the Commission 
and the State Library Association work so 
closely hand in hand that it is difficult to 
classify the work as a result of either force. 
Wisconsin and Iowa are also worthy examples 
and many others might be mentioned. 

I hope he splendid work of the Indiana 
Library Association of the past is but an 
earnest of what is to be done. I think hardly 
any other person is under a larger obligation 
to the educational facilities of the state for 
opportunity than I am. It will always be 
my greatest privilege, as I consider it my 
highest duty, to give to the educational forces 
of Indiana whatever I may have personally or 
professionally that will further the work for 
advancement. 

Yours very truly, 


MARY EILEEN AHERN, 
Editor, Public Libraries. 





A Last Word. 


In acting as president of the Indiana Library 
Association I have found in our organization 
a lack of permanence which handicaps the 
effectiveness of the work to be done in the 
state. It seems to me everyone connected 
with library work should have enough pride 
to desire that our state organization might be 
equal to or in advance of that of any other 
state. This can only be accomplished through 
the personal interest of membership. 


There is in the state an important work 
that can be done by the Library Association 
in co-operation with the Public Library Com- 
mission,’ and I shall be glad to see the Asso- 
ciation seize its opportunity. It is impossible 
to overestimate the value of meeting and 
mingling with people who are engaged in the 
same line of thought—it is well to come to- 
gether once a year and measure up with others 
and find out just where we stand in our pro- 
fession and gain the uplift toward better meth- 
ods and the inspiration to do deeper work. 

The public is becoming educated in library 
science and will soon demand value received for 
the tax. The librarian will no longer be tol- 
erated who thinks of his library only as the 
giving out over the counter of books for which 
there is a call. Boards must be educated to 
appreciate the value of the profession, salaries 
must be paid that will enable librarians to 
take advantage of the opportunity to acquire 
the knowledge that will enlarge their useful- 
ness to the community. In every library some- 
one of the staff should, at the board’s expense, 
attend the state and national meetings. 

To create sentiment toward the right ad- 
justment of library matters is the work of 
the Library Association. You ask, how can it 
be done? First, by every librarian and trustee 
becoming a member of the’ association and 
paying his dues whether present or not. 

Second, by giving thoughtful attention to 
all printed matter pertaining to libraries. 
Other state associations are financially able 
to do many important and desirable things to 
assist the librarians and there is no reason 
why Indiana should not line up with the most 
progressive. 

Those who attended the tri-state meeting at 
Louisville, Ky., carried away a larger view of 
authorship, an inspiration and enthusiasm to 
help adjust the hard problems of the year, and 
last, but not least, a just sense of pride in 
our own state and her people. 

During the year I found a fine spirit of wil- 
lingness over the state, and feel assured of a 
more permanent and helpful organization. We 
only need to be reminded. 

Cordially and faithfully, 
ELIZABETH CLAYPOOL EARL, 
Connersville. 
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A Few Words from the President of the 
Association. 


In the absence of any other method for giv- 
ing publicity to the proceedings of the Indiana 
Library Association, the Executive Committee 
were very ready to take advantage of the op- 
portunity to use a few pages of this number 
of the Occurrent to give the reports of the 
various officers, and some account of the Louis- 
ville meeting and Indiana’s part therein. To 
these records have been added some other 
information, together with the Constitution. 
These pages of the Occurrent, therefore, might 
be said to take the place of a handbook of 
the Association. It is the hope of the officers 
that every word will be read by every libra- 
rian in the state and that head librarians will 
cal] the attention of their assistants to the 
work and the claims of the Association. We 
trust that the records given are accurate, al- 
though, on account of the haste with which 
the material had to be compiled, mistakes and 
omissions may have resulted. 

If any excuse is needed for bringing the 
work of the Indiana Library Association to 
the attention of the librarians of the state so 
soon after the regular meeting of the Asso- 
ciation, it lies in the fact that a year is all 
too short for the work that ought to be and 
could be done by the Association for the library 
interests of the state. Your president, there- 
fore, may be pardoned if he states, as briefly 
as possible, some of the problems of the As- 
sociation as he sees them at the present time. 

There is first the question as to the work 
of the Association and its relation to the other 
library activities of the state. Its early work 
along the lines of library extension has been 
taken up by the Commission, and we have 
felt less and less responsibility along these 
lines as the Commission assumed and exercised 
more: The Commission, however, is anxious 
for our co-operation, and believe that we can 
assist them in several ways. The Executive 
Board was authorized to appoint a committee 
whose duty it should be to consider ways and 
means of co-operation between the Association 
and the Commission, the State Library or 
other institutions interested in the work of 
libraries. We believe that this committee will 
be able to make practical suggestions as to the 


lines along which the Association can best 
work. The suggestion has also been made that 
we publish a hand-book or print the proceed- 
ings of the annual meetings. Both of these 
suggestions are good and would bring us in 
line with other state associations. 

The second problem is that of membership 
and attendance at the annual meetings. At 
present only those who attend the annual meet- 
ing consider themselves members for that year. 
Not all of those who attend pay the member- 
ship fee. The result is, that there is no per- 
manency in the membership beyond a certain 
few whose names appear on the roll from year 
to year. At Louisville 47 per cent. of those 
who attended were present at their first meet- 
ing, while 38 per cent. had attended four or 
more meetings. In 1908 30 per cent. were at- 
tending their first meeting, while 28 per cent. 
had attended four or more meetings. Out of 
177 persons whose names are on the treasurer’s 
book since 1901, 97, or 55 per cent. attended 
only one meeting, while 20 per cent. had at- 
tended four or more meetings, and 28 per cent. 
had attended three or more meetings. This 
would seem to indicate that the association is 
depending upon one-third of its nominal mem- 
bership to carry on its work, and that the re- 
maining two-thirds is a fluctuating quantity. 
Of course, it is well understood that part of 
this constant change in the membership is due 
to the fact that other states from time to time 
discover that we have librarians who know 
their business, and is a sign of life and not of 
death. But, nevertheless, this condition ought 
to be improved. We ought to have a perma- 
nent membership of 75 per cent. of our nom- 
inal annual membership, that is, three-fourths 
of the names on the treasurer’s book should 
continue there from year to year so long as 
the owner remains in the state. When a 
librarian joins the A. L. A. he expects to con- 
tinue a member whether he attends the an- 
nual conference or not. It should be the same 
with membership in the I. L. A. It should be 
permanent. 

The third problem is the financial one. The 
income of the Association is obtained from 
membership fees alone. The receipts from this 
source fluctuate with the membership and have 
varied from $15 to $30, the average for the 











' 


LIBRARY OCCURRENT 93 


past nine years being about $20. Of the 47 
who registered at Louisville as being from 
Indiana, only 25 paid their fees and as a result 
the treasury is in poor shape, there being a 
balance of only $5.90, and bills for more than 
this outstanding. It can be clearly seen that 
this third problem involves the other two, and 
vice versa. If we had a large, permanent and 
paying membership, the treasury would be full 
and we could do some of the things which are 
erying to be done. How many of the librarians 
in the state ought to be members. I cannot 
say, but surely it ought to be more than 25, 
and more than 40 and even more than 67, the 
high water mark reached in 1906. At all 
events, the executive committee would very 
much like to see 75 paid memberships on the 
books before we open the nineteenth annual 
meeting next October. It seems to me that 
the book-sellers and book-binders in the state 
might be expected to become members of the 
Association. It might do some of them good, 
and I am sure it would do the Association 
good, if they would atend our meetings. There 
are others outside of active library work who 
might becéme members, but the chief support 
must come from the librarians themselves. 

This president’s message has already run 
to too great a length, and there are still other 
things that might be said. In closing, the re- 
quest is made that every member of the Asso- 
ciation, actual and prospective, think of these 
things and believe that they are written, not 
in any spirit of fault-finding or complaint, but 
only with the earnest wish that facts be 
looked in the face, and that we may all pull 
together for the honor of the state and of our 
Association, of which we have reason to be 
proud. 

W. M. HEPBURN, 
President, I. L. A. 


The Louisville Meeting. 


The library associations of Ohio, Kentucky 
and Indiana held a joint meeting at Louisville, 
October 20-22, 1909, with an attendance of 
nearly two hundred. Indiana’s representation 
was forty-seven. 

After a short address of welcome by Mayor 


Grimstead, Mr. E. H. Mark, superintendent of 
the city schools, read a paper on “The library 
and the school, from the standpoin. of the 
school.” He spoke of the necessity of working 
together, so that what was begun in the schools 
might be continued when the school had ceased 
to influence the individual. 

Mr. Mark was followed by Mr. William H. 
Brett, librarian of the Cleveland Public Li- 
brary, who spoke on “The library and the 
school, from the standpoint of the library.” 
Mr. Brett suggested some practical ways of 
securing the proper relation between schools 
and libraries. 

Mr. Hardin Lucas followed with an address 
on “Systematic guidance of young people’s 
reading.” He spoke chiefly of a graded list 
of books for young people, one that should be 
prepared on scientific lines and used intelli- 
gently, but not followed blindly. The reading 
he said should not be merely supplemental, but 
should fill a definite place in the school curric- 
ulum. General discussion was opened by Miss 
Mabel R. Haines, managing editor of the Li- 
brary Journal, and Mr. L. J. Bailey, librarian 
of the Gary Public Library. 

The evening session was held at the Wom- 
en’s Club, and was given over to readings by 
authors from the three states. Mr. Demar- 
chus C. Brown, of the State Library, read a 
paper on “Books and reading,” by way of in- 
troduction. Then followed the author’s read- 
ings, each reader being cleverly introduced by 
Miss Marilla W. Freeman, of the Louisville 
Free Public Library. 
read “The heart of the bugle,” a chapter from 
his then forthcoming novel, “The lords of high 
decision.” Burton E. Stephenson, who is both 
author and librarian, read a very humorous 
chapter from “The young train-dispatcher.” 
Cale Young Rice read several beautiful short 
poems, and in response to an encore a very 
clever one entitled “Songs of the sects.” Alice 
Hegan Rice was represented by Robert W. 
Bingham, who read from her “Mr. Opp.” A 
portion of Mrs. George Madden Martin’s fa- 
mous “Emmy Lou” was read by Nannie Lee 
Frazier. Madison Cawein completed the pro- 
gram with readings from his poems, including 
“Little boy sleepy” and others. 

A reception followed the program when 


Meredith Nicholson - 
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librarians were given an opportunity to meet 
the authors, the Louisville people and each 
other. 

At 9:30 Thursday morning automobiles came 
to the hotel to take the delegates on a tour 
about the city. Several minutes were spent 
at each of the branch libraries, and drives 
through the parks and boulevards occupied the 
remainder of the morning. The guests were 
entertained at luncheon at the Seelbach at the 
close of the ride. 

The afternoon was taken up with a question- 
box meeting conducted by Miss Ahern, and 
with business sessions of the separate state 
associations. 

Thursday evening the subject for discussion 
was “Library commission work.” Mr. Henry 
E. Legler, librarian of the Chicago Public Li- 
brary, made the chief address. He was fol- 
lowed by Mr. Chalmers Hadley, secretary of 
the A. L. A., Mr. Charles B. Galbreath, libra- 
rian of the Ohio State Library, and Mr. Will- 
iam F. Yust, librarian of the Louisville Public 
Library. 

The trip to Mammoth Cave occupied Friday 
and Saturday and was very much enjoyed by 
those who had the pleasure of taking it. 





Post-Conference Trip to Mammoth Cave. 


About fifty of the librarians attending the 
Interstate Library Conference went on a post- 
conference trip to the Mammoth Cave; several 
of these were from Indiana. We had a special 
car from Louisville and a jolly party. The 
ride was through most beautiful country. We 
wound around and up very high hills, which 
seemed to those of us who were from the 
prairie country very much like low mountains. 
Indeed, as our geography was somewhat rusty 
—strange, in a company of learned librarians— 
we were not sure they were not a part of the 
Cumberland Mountains, or whatever mountains 
we used to hear were in Kentucky. Consulting 
an atlas on our return, however, we found they 
were only very high hills. But how beautiful 
they were, covered with gorgeous autumn fo- 
liage! The famous blue grass, however, was 
as brown as any other grass in autumn. 

Arrived at Cave City, we took the “dinkey” 
for the cave, some luckless passengers who 


had failed to purchase through tickets being 
“held-up” for $2.00 apiece for a ride of twenty 
minutes. Probably some descendant of the 
“moonshiners” owns that “dinkey” little road. 

The hostelry was all our fancy painted it. 
One hundred years old and looking every day 
of its age. "Twas fun—for a night! A “nice 
ole mammy” guided us to our rooms and the 
grinning waiters told us they’d been there “fif- 
teen yeahs or moh!” 

After dinner we donned the cave costume, 
which consists of blouse and knickerbockers of 
the ugliest of gray flannel and the ugliest cut 
that could be imagined. These, with a red ban- 
danna for a headdress, completed an outfit that 
made the company look like brownies (en- 
larged editions), or gnomes returning to their 
native lair. 

The trip through the cave was an experience 
well worth having, but one should feel strong 
and well before undertaking it, as it tasks 
one’s powers of endurance greatly. I.did not 
hear, however, that any df our party was any 
the worse for the trip. We had an experi- 
enced guide, Henry Brown, at the head of the 
procession and another who brought up the 
Tear. 

The first feeling on entering the cave is one 
of fear, and visions of all the horrible things 
that might happen make one feel like keeping 
close to the guide in a realizing sense that for 
the time at least he is the most reliable friend 
you have. I will not attempt a description of 
the cave; the guide-books do that. But no 
guide-book can give any realization of the 
majesty and awfulness of it all. The star 
chamber, with a ceiling 75 feet above your 
head, so closely resembles the starry heavens 
that it is hard to realize that you are gazing 
at a crust of black oxide of manganese, sprin- 
kled with crystals of gypsum, and not at the 
starry firmament. Here the guide left us, 
after asking us to put out our lamps, and we 
realized what it would mean to be lost in the 
cave without a guide or a light. The dark- 


ness could be felt, almost tasted, and it was 
something of a relief when Henry appeared 
again. 

The wonders of the cave must be seen to be 
appreciated. But two things mar the perfect 
beauty and marvel of it all—the scribbling of 
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names (which is no longer allowed) and the 
blackening of the exquisite stalactite and 
stalagmite formations by the lamps of the 
tourist. 

We entered the cave at 2 p. m. on a beauti- 
ful sunny day and emerged at 6 p. m. into the 
moonlighted grove, where I think no one would 
have been surprised to have been greeted by 
fairies or to have seen Rip Van Winkle appear 
rolling a barrel down the hill. 

After supper a number of the party took a 
second trip, which lasted until about 11 p. m. 
Nine miles the guide said we’d walked. I 
know, however, it was ninety. 

Mr. Yust, “our genial host” in Louisville, 
enlivened the party with his presence, and a 
lawyer from Winchester, Ky., was an agree- 
able addition. Miss Ahern kept our courage 
up on the Echo river, where doubtless a mer- 
rier party never embarked in the mud scows 
provided for this unique trip, 360 feet under 
ground. 

The Indiana members of the party consisted 
of Mrs. Hughes and Miss Zollinger, of Terre 
Haute; Miss Aicher, of Michigan City; Miss 
Stevens, of Logansport; Mrs. Earl, of Conners- 
ville; Miss Johnston, of Franklin College, and 
the writer. 

ELLA F. CORWIN, 
Librarian, Public Library, Elkhart, Ind. 





Indiana at the Louisville Meeting. 


So much has been said and written about 
the benefit derived from the meeting of the 
various state libra¥y associations for the ex- 
change of ideas, the incentive to renewed ef- 
fort and the feeling of good-fellowship which 
is engendered and broadened, that there seems 
to be nothing left to say, except that all which 
has been said is true and in the case of the 
recent joint meeting of Indiana, Kentucky and 
Ohio this was intensified threefold. 

Indiana was well represented at this notable 
meeting at Louisville, there being forty-seven 
registered from the state, which also contrib- 
uted fully its third to a well balanced pro- 
gram. For the benefit of those who were un- 
able to be present at this meeting it may be 
well to mention in particular those who re- 
flected credit upon Indiana by the part they 


took in each of the four sessions of this con- 
ference. First mention is fittingly rendered to 
Mrs. Elizabeth Claypool Earl, member of the 
Indiana Library Commission, acting president 
of the Indiana association, and as such a mem- 
ber of the executive committee which planned 
this meeting and carried it into effect, even 
to the details, and this was no small under- 
taking. Mrs. Earl was also chairman of the 
interesting Thursday afternoon session as well 
as of the business session of the state asso- 
ciation. 

At the first session Wednesday afternoon, 
where the all-important subject, “The library 
and the school,” was considered, Mr. Louis J. 
Bailey, librarian of the public library at Gary, 
had a part in the discussion, and when we con- 
sider that it is at Gary that they are laying 
so firm and fine a foundation for the close re- 
lation between the library and the school, we 
may feel that through its librarian we came 
close to source material on this subject. 

The Wednesday evening session, which was 
the delight of every one present, was opened 
with a scholarly paper by the librarian of the 
State Library, Mr. Demarchus C. Brown, which 
was followed with a reading by Mr. Meredith 
Nicholson from the proof sheets of his new 
novel. Anything in the way of comment as to 
the part of Indiana at this session of the 
Louisville meetings is wholly unnecessary— 
it speaks for itself. 

The third session Thursday afternoon had 
three representatives from Indiana on its pro- 
gram, Mrs. Earl, who presided at the meeting, 
Miss Mary E. Ahern, editor Public Libraries, 
who conducted the round-table discussion of 
various library problems and also answered the 
questions from the “question box.” Of course, 
there are other states which claim Miss Ahern, 
but surely Indiana’s is the prior claim, for 
was not Miss Ahern an early president of the 
Indiana Library Association, and also at one 
time librarian of the State Library, so we say 
she is ours. Mr. William M. Hepburn, libra- 
rian of Purdue University, gave a very prac- 
tical talk on the subject which is so interesting 
to every library, “How to make reference work 
practical.” 

At the last session, Thursday evening, which 
was given over to library commission work, 
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Mr. Chalmers Hadley, former secretary of the 
Library Commission and now secretary of the 
American Library Association, very ably told 
what the Indiana Commission had accom- 
plished. There was no one better fitted to do 
this than Mr. Hadley, and no one who had 
worked harder than he to make possible the 
splendid report which he gave of the work. 
Indiana librarians are glad that it was noth- 
ing less than the American Library Association 
which induced Mr. Hadley to leave the state, 
and success will surely attend him in this 
larger field. 

For fear that we may have been too modest 
in summing up the part Indiana had at the 
Louisville meeting, we shall claim Miss Ma- 
rilla Waite Freeman, reference librarian of 
the Louisville Public Library, as one of us. 
To substantiate this claim we have only to 
state that Miss Freeman was librarian of the 
Michigan City library for five years and presi- 
dent of the Indiana Library Association for 
the year 1900-01. As Indiana is generous as 
well as modest, she is willing to share with 
her sister state, Kentucky, a part of all that 
Miss Freeman was to the meeting, but she also 
claims a share. 

The interstate library conference was a suc- 
cessful meeting, well planned, well executed, 
and is now more than a pleasant memory, and 
the Indiana Association may be proud of the 
part she had in it which helped to make it 
what it was. 

VIRGINIA TUTT, 
Librarian, Public Library, Elkhart. 


Registration from Indiana. 


Aicher, Amalia, Michigan City. 
Bailey, Louis J., Gary. 

Bernhardt, Mrs. Ada L., Richmond. 
Bowman, E. L., Indianapolis. 
Brown, Demarchus C., Indianapolis. 
Browning, Eliza G., Indianapolis. 
Carter, Bertha, Indianapolis. 
Casper, M. D., Cannelton. 

Chapin, Artena M., Muncie. 

Clark, Annette L., New Albany. 
Cleland, T. H., New Albany. 
Jorwin, Ella F., Elkhart. 

Earl, Mrs. E. C., Connersville. 


Fitch, Ada F., Lawrenceburg. 
Griffith, Alice, Indianapolis. 
Hayden, Helen, Indianapolis. 
Henley, Daisy, Wabash. 

Henley, Lillian, Indianapolis. 
Henthorne, Mary C., Indianapolis. 
Hepburn, Wm. M., Lafayette. 
Hoagland, Merica, Indianapolis. 
Hughes, Mrs. Sallie C., Terre Haute. 
Jayne, Nannie W., Alexandria. 
Jessup, Mrs. Jennie B., Laporte. 
Johnstone, Lois, Franklin. 

Jones, Florence, Indianapolis. 
Kirlin, Jean, Indianapolis. 

Lapp, John, Indianapolis. 

Mason, Julia, Sullivan. 

Matthews, Mrs. Sam, Tipton. 
Maxwell, Louise, Bloomington. 
McSurely, Ella G., Indianapolis. 
Milam, Carl H., Indianapolis. 
Newcomb, Mrs.:F. S., Indianapolis. 
Nicholson, Meredith, Indianapolis. 
Poindexter, Bertha F., Jeffersonville. 
Saltmarsh, Ella, Indianapolis. 
Scott, Carrie E., Indianapolis. 
Seott, Jennie F., Indianapolis. 
Stevens, Alice D., Logansport. 
Stewart, W. K., Indianapolis. 
Ticer, Winifred F., Huntington. 
Tillman, Mrs. E. s., Rensselaer. 
Tutt, Virginia, South Bend. 

Venn, Florence, Indianapolis. 
Wing, Alice L., Indianapolis. 
Zollinger, Mary, Terre Haute. 


Report of the Secretary. 


At the close of the first session of the Tri- 
State Library Conference, October 20, 1909, a 
short meeting of the Indiana Library Associa- 
tion was held, and the acting president, Mrs. 
Elizabeth C. Earl, appointed the following com- 
mittee on nominations: Mr. L. J. Bailey, 
chairman, Miss Eliza Browning, Miss Virginia 
Tutt. 


At 4:30 p. m., October 21, 1909, the business 
sessions of the separate state asociations were 
held, that of Indiana in the art room of the 
Louisville Free Public Library, Mrs. E. C. 
Earl, vice-president of the I. L. A., presiding. 
After a few introductory remarks by Mrs. 

















Earl, in which she expressed her thanks to 
all who had assisted her during her term of 
office, the secretary read the minutes of the 
seventeenth annual meeting of the I. L. A., 
which were adopted as read. 

It was moved and carried that the executive 
committee should constitute the committee on 
time and place for’ the next annual meeting. 

The following report of the treasurer for the 
year ending October 5, 1909, was next given: 


Amount in treasury at the beginning of 


WRG ONE ee ret eks chase eueet cee be $12 81 
Received from 35 membership fees...... 17 50 
Expended during the year.............. 15 21 
Balance in treasury..... Lac oatraeaeiaira 15 10 


The report was accepted. The secretary 
presented a bill of $4.50 for postals and print- 
ing of same, which was ordered paid. 

In order to bring about closer co-operation 
of the Indiana Library Association and the 
Public Library Commission of Indiana, a mo- 
tion carried that a committee be appointed by 
the executive board to consider ways and 
means for such co-operation. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the secretary was 
requested to ask Mr. Yust, chairman of the 
local committee, for the Indiana Library As- 
sociation’s share of the expense incurred in 
the tri-state meetings and the treasurer was 
empowered to pay same. 

An invitation was read from the Elkhart 
library board, asking that the next meeting 
of the association be held in that city; a simi- 
lar invitation came from the Terre Haute 
libraries. 

The report of the nominating committee was 
next given by Mr. Bailey: 

For President, Mr. W. M. Hepburn, Lafay- 
ette. 

For Vice-President, 
Terre Haute. 

For Secretary, Miss Orpha M. Peters, Gary. 

For Treasurer, Miss Carrie E. Scott, Indian- 
apolis. 


Mrs. Sallie Hughes, 


These officers were elected unanimously, the 
secretary casting the ballot. 

A motion that the executive committee pre- 
pare a set of resolutions to be sent to the 
chairman of the local committee of the Tri- 
State Conference carried. These resolutions 
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were as follows: ‘The executive committee of 
the Indiana Library Association, acting for 
the association, adopted the following: The 
association wishes to express its thanks for 
the cordial greeting extended to its members, 
to the librarian of the Louisville Free Public 
Library, and all the members of his staff; to 
the mayor of the city and the citizens gener- 
ally; to the Woman’s Club; to the Trustees 
of the Public Library and to the Governor of 
the State. Everything was done to make the 
Tri-State Conference a success. The associa- 
tion cannot forget the delightful automobile 
ride or the luncheons at the Seelbach. We 
authorize the secretary of the Association to 
make a minute of this resolution. 


ELIZABETH C. EARL. 
DEMARCHUS C. BROWN. 
ANNETTE L. CLARK. 


ANNETTE L. CLARK, 
Secretary I. L. A. 


Treasurer’s Report (Nov. 30, 1909). 











1908-09. 
Receipts. 
1908. 
October 21—Balance on hand...$12 81 
October 27-28—35 membership 
Pom: Ob WO ice ai oes detec 17 50 
$30 31 
Expenditures. 
1908. ; 
October 27—Vouchers .......... $2 55 
October 28—Vouchers .......... 10 16 
November 6—Vouchers ......... 250. =. 
$15 21 
Balance on hand Oct. 21, 1909....... $15 10° 
1909-10. 
Receipts. 


1909. 
October 21—Balance on hand...$15 10 
October 21—26 membership fees 


OR BOO i 5 ERS 8 Cos Ks 13 00 
November-——-2 membership fees 
a SERRE ET CR Me eee 1 00 
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Expenditures. 
1909. 
October 21—Voucher (postals and 
PRUNE) oo cocoa wba on acenton $4 50 


November 13—Voucher (expenses 
Louisville meeting) 





Balance on hand Nov. 30, 1909......... $5 90 


Other unpaid bills will reduce this to noth- 
ing, or perhaps even run the association a few 
dollars in debt. 


INDIANA LIBRARY TRUSTEES’ MEETING. 





In response to a call sent out by the secre- 
tary of the Public Library Commission a li- 
brary trustees’ meeting was held in Indianap- 
olis November 4th. Thirty-seven people were 
present, representing twenty-eight libraries in 
all parts of the state. The meeting was con- 
ducted as a round-table, and the interest in 
the discussion was so intense that many of 
the topics suggested for discussion were not 
taken up for lack of time. 

The first topic was “the organization of the 
board.” This soon drifted into a discussion 
of the duties of the book committee and the 
general questions of the relation of the board 
to the library. Next was the question of “the 
budget.” Reports were had from trustees rep- 
resenting libraries with incomes of different 
size, followed by a discussion in each case. The 
question of what proportion of the income in 
various cases should go for salaries created 
the most heated discussion, and it was appar- 
ent that a few trustees thought it absurd to 
spend half the total receipts for such purposes. 
In the main, however, the trustees present 
were inclined to favor the policy of spending 
a large amount for purely administrative pur- 
poses. The third important question discussed 
was that of extending the privileges of li- 
braries to residents of the townships outside 
the city or town in which the library is lo- 
cated. It was gratifying to see how prevalent 
was the idea that the public library must in 
time be available to every citizen just as the 
publie school already is, and how willing they 
all were to co-operate with the rural citizens 
to this end. 


Mr. Washington T. Porter, trustee of the 
Cincinnati public library, and chairman of the 
trustees’ section of the A. L. A., was present 
and made a brief talk on the advantages of 
having a state trustees’ association and of at- 
tending the A. L. A. meetings. 

After his talk an organization was effected, 
with Mr. T. F. Rose of Muncie, president, and 
Mrs. Sam Matthews of Tipton, secretary. An 
executive committee was appointed to draft a 
constitution and decide on the time and place 
of the next meeting. The members of that 
committee are Mr. E. G. Bauman, Mt. Vernon; 
Mrs. Elizabeth C. Earl, Connersville, and Mr. 
J. G. Field, Elwood. 

The association is to be known as the In- 
diana Library Trustees’ Association, and is to 
be independent of the Indiana Library Associa- 
tion. Mr. Rose, the president, is anxious to 
have the association take steps at once to se- 
cure the codification of the library laws. 


AN OUTDOOR READING-ROOM. 





The beautiful view afforded by the location 
of the Monticello public library on the banks 
of the Tippecanoe led the board to provide an 
outdoor reading-room overlooking the river. 
It is a loggia opening out from a bay window 
in the children’s room, and is the most popular 
part of the building all through the summer. 
It offers special opportunity to make story- 
telling about birds and squirrels and fishermen 
suggestive, and the librarian has taken advan- 
tage of this to get the children interested in 
Burroughs and Van Dyke, and in pictures of 
birds and animals. The art club, which holds 
its regular meetings in the auditorium of the 
library building, has designated the outdoor 
reading-room “the art gallery” because it offers 
such exquisite views. 

The loggia is not large enough to accommo- 
date all who wish to use it at times, and it is 
hoped that it may eventually be extended along 
the full length of the building. 


“By reading you join past ages to the pres- 
ent, you travel into Asia, Africa and America 
without expense, without danger, nay, without 
walking out of your closets..—Wm. Darrell, 
1722. 
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LIBRARY COMMITTEE OF THE FEDERA- 
TION. 





The library committee of the State Federa- 
tion of Woman’s Clubs held a round-table 
meeting in the South Bend public library Oc- 
tober 27th in connection with the state meet- 
ing of the federation. The general topic was 
“Library extension,” and papers were read as 
follows: “How to organize a public library in 
Indiana,” by Miss Merica Hoagland; “Adminis- 
tration of a small library,” by Miss Nannie W. 
Jayne; “Circulation,” by Miss Virginia Tutt; 
“Work with the schools,” by Miss Longley. 


INSTITUTE AT ELKHART. 





An institute was held in the public library 
at Elkhart on October 7th. Mr. Milam and 
Miss Scott of the Commission were present, 
and the following libraries were represented 
by one or more persons: Goshen, Mishawaka, 
Milford, Ligonier, North Manchester and Elk- 
hart. Twelve persons in all were present, five 
of whom were trustees and seven librarians. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





Indiana. Geology and natural resources de- 
partment. Thirty-third annual report. 1908. 
Indianapolis, Burford, 1909. 

The principal paper in this report is one on 
“The Coal Deposits of Indiana,” by George H. 
Ashley. It is a supplement to the report of 
1908 on the coal deposits of Indiana. 

The volume also includes the annual report 
of the state mine inspector, by James Epper- 
son; a soil survey report of Dubois, Craw- 
ford and Perry counties, prepared by Charles 
W. Shannon; a soil survey report of Daviess 
county by L. C. Snider; an article on the pe- 
troleum industry in Indiana in 1908, by Mr. 
Blatchley; the report of the state supervisor 
of natural gas for 1908, by B. A. Kinney; an 
article on the stratigraphic and faunal rela- 
tions of the Waldron fauna in southern In- 
diana, by E. M. Kindle and V. H. Barnett, and 
an article on the mammals of Indiana by Wal- 
ter L. Hahn. 

Four thousand copies of the report have been 
published, or only half as many as have been 
published heretofore. There is not a sufficient 


number to allow for distribution to high 
schools, as has been customary in past years. 
The index is very unsatisfactory. 


Indiana. Hortricultural Society. Transactions 
for the year 1908. By W. B. Flick, secre- 
tary. Indianapolis, Burford, 1909. 

This report includes the constitution and 
by-laws; a list of members; proceedings of the 
midsummer meeting held at Greenfield; pro- 
ceedings of the annual meeting held in In- 
dianapolis; proceedings of the State Board of 
Horticulture for the year 1908; reports of local 
societies and district committees; and miscel- 
laneous papers. Two papers likely to be of 
service in libraries are those on “Civic im- 
provement in city, town and village” and 
“Progress of horticulture in Indiana.” There 
are many other good ones, and the book ought 
to be cataloged and placed on the shelves just 
as any other book is. 

The volume lacks a very much needed table 
of contents and the index is not good. 


Clopper, E. N. Child labor in Indiana. N. Y. 
National child labor committee 1909. (Na- 
tional child labor committee publications. 
Pamphlet no. 94.) 

Summary of conditions, statements covering 
law, and how it is evaded, with good illustra- 
tions of boys at work in different factories; 
some good comparative statistics under the 
heading “Indiana’s position with respect to 
child labor restriction.” Every library in the 
state should secure this pamphlet and put it 
in some sort of permanent binding. 


Indiana. General Assembly. Legislative Man- 
ual for 1909. Compiled by D. C. Brown. In- 
dianapolis, Burford, 1909. 


LIST OF BOOKS ON AGRICULTURE. 





Two good lists of books on agriculture have 
been published within the last few months. 
One is by Prof. J. L. Hills of the Vermont Ag- 
ricultural Experiment Station, in the Vermont 
library commission Bulletin for September, 
1909, the other by Prof. C. H. Tuck of the New 
York State Agricultural College, in the Octo- 
ber, 1909, New York Libraries. 

The A. L. A. publishing board has promised 
to issue a list of agricultural books in the near 
future. 
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From August 23, 1909, to November 22, 1909. 


Abbreviations: S—Indianapolis Star; N—Indianap- 
olis News; p—page; c—column. 
Ade, George. The old town. Presentation in 
Chicago. N 248 09 p9c 7. 
Criticism of. S 24 8 09 p 10c¢ 1. 
Armstrong, Col. John. Revolutionary soldier. 
Grave in Clark county neglected. por. S 
26 S 09 mag sec p 5c l. 


Artists. Gruelle, R. B. Discovers one of pic- 
tures in second hand shop. 8S 31 0 09 p 12 
el. : 

Ketcham, Sue. Exhibit of work. N 9 O 09 
p 27 ¢ 3. 

Aurora. Old clock of great interest. N 16 0 

09 p 14e1. 


Barnett, Chester B. Hoosier in the land of the 
Sioux. S 14 N 09 mag sec p 4. 


Becker, Elelle. September rain. Poem. S 10 
O 09 p 18 ¢ 5. 
Thistlebloom. Poem. S 10 0 09 p 18 ¢ 5. 


Beveridge, Albert J. Aim of insurgents in 
tariff fight. S$ 14009 plel. 
Brown, Eddie. Violinist. Portrait. S 10 O 09 
p 6c 2. 
Recital at Indianapolis. N 21 0 09 p7c 3. 
Brown, John P. Appreciaticn of work in for- 
estry. S6N 09 p6c7Z. | 
Brown County. See Peaceful Valley. 
Browning, Eliza G. Lockerbie’s assessment list 
of Indianapolis, 1835. Review. N 29 O 09 
p l3el. 
Bruté, Bishop. See De Remurj Simon William 
Gabriel. | 
Calvert, C. A. Founder of Trevlac. Sketch. 


illus. N 23 0 09 p li ¢ 1. 
Clifty Creek. Made famous by Eggleston in 
Hoosier schoolmaster. illus. N 16 O 09 


p liecl. 

Clocks. Famous clocks owned by Hoosiers. 
N 16009 pl4el. 

Clubs. Franklin county clubs doing good work. 
S 15 O 09 mag sec p 3. 

Clubs, Federation of. Meeting at South 

Bend. N 26009 pl7¢c3; N28009p1 
e 4; N 290 09 p 18 ¢ 2. 

Colleges and Universities. Hazing at Indiana 
colleges to be reformed. S 31 O 09 mag 
sec p 4. 
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INDEX TO NEWSPAPERS. 


County Fairs. How early ones were carried 
on. NYO 09 p4c3. 

Denny, Caleb S. On law and lawyers. S i9 S 
09 p1lc3. 

De Remur, Simon William Gabriel. Bishop of 
Vincennes. Sketch of. por. N 23 O 09 
p 27 ¢ 6. 

Description and Travel. Letter written in 1833 
by Cornelius Pering describes Indiana at 
that time. S 10 O 09 mag sec p 6. 

Drama and Dramatists. Ade, George. Old 
town. Criticism of. S 24809 p1l0c1l. 

Presentation in Chicago. N 24 8 09 p 9c 7. 

Tarkington, N. B. and Wilson, H. L. Your 
humble servant. Production at Indianap- 
olis. S150 09 p 6c 5. 

—— Springtime. Review. 
09 p 33. ¢ 1. 

Eggleston, Edward. Clifty creek used in 
Hoosier schoolmaster. illus. N 16 O 09 
p 15¢1. 

Elwood. Suit brought against public library. 
N138 09 p17 ¢4. 
Fitch, John. Descendants claim him real in- 
ventor of steamboat. pors. S 26 S 09 

mag sec p 4. 

Fort Wayne deep waterways convention. Plan 
of commission. map. S 7 N 09 p6e 1; 
N9ON 09 p2c3. 

Meeting. S 10 N 09 pic1; N 10 N 09 
plec3;N11N09plce8;N12N 09p9 
¢e 2. 

Editorial. S 10 N 09 p6c 1. 

Fort William Henry Harrison. To be con- 
verted into museum and resort. illus. N 
118 09 p13e1. 

Franklin, Johnson County. Beginnings and_ 
growth of. N 278 09 p7c 5. 

Friends. Meetings in early days. illus. N 3 
S09 p9c3. 

Yearly meeting of, at Richmond. N 21 S 09 
p 15ce2; N 22809 pl17¢3; N 238 09 
p4ec4; N 24S 09 ple 4; N 258 09 
p7ec3; N 27809 pi2el. 

Fulton, Robert. Purchased land at Troy. Plans 
for erecting monument. (Lewis). N 25S 
09 p13 cl. 

Greenfield. Growth of. S17 N 09 p6c 6. 

Greensburg. Growth of. S15 N 09 p4c6. 

Gruelle, R. B. “Florida sunset” found by him 
at second hand shop. S 31 0 09 p 12c¢ 1. 


(Fyles.) S 31 0 
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Hadley, Cassius C. Judicial reform. S 20 S 
09 plel. 

—— Reverence for the law. 8 3'N 09 p 8c 6. 

Harris, Addison C. On legal procedure. S 18 
8 09 plc 3. 

Harrison, William Henry. Journal of his ex- 
pedition from Vincennes to Fort Wayne, 
discovered. N 278 09 p7c 3. 

Heywood, Florence. Lecturer at Louvre, 
Paris. S 14 N 09 p 13 c¢ 1. 

Hission, Charlotte. Musician. 
por. N 23 0 09 p 17 ¢ 2. 

History. Journal of W. H. Harrison, giving 
account of expedition from Vincennes to 
Fort Wayne, discovered. N 27 8S 09 p 7 
ec 3. 

Perry, Oran. Indiana in the Mexican war. 
Review. S 29 Ag 09 mag sec p 4. 

Holloway, W. R. Reminiscences of civil war. 
§3009 p10c3;S5809p5ec3;8100 
09 p 37 ¢ 1. 

Illustrators. McCormick, Howard. Exhibit of 
work. N 9 O 09 p 27 ¢ 3. 

Townsend, Harry. Exhibit of work. N 9 0 
09 p 2% ¢ 3. 


Brief sketch. 


Indianapolis. Lockerbie’s assessment list of 
Indianapolis, 1835. (Browning.) N 29 O 
09 p13 cl. 


Site of Union station sixty-three years ago. 
Drawing by Christian Schrader. N 11 O 

. 09 p ll c3. 

Indians. Harrison, W. H. Journal of his ex- 
pedition from Vincennes to Fort Wayne, 
discovered. N 278 09 p7c 3. 

Unveiling of monument to Pottawatomies 
at Twin Lakes. illus. N38 09 pic 4; 
N48 09 p7c3. 

Ketcham, Sue. Artist. 
9 0 09 p 27 ¢ 3. 

Lakes in Northern Indiana. Brief sketch of. 
N 30 J1 09 p 6c 5. 


Exhibit of work. N 


Law enforcement convention. Meetings. 
009 plel. 
Literature. Becker, Elelle. September rain. 


Poem. 8 100 09 p 18 ¢ 5. 

-—— Thistlebloom. Poem. S 10 O 09 p 18 
¢e 5. 

Nesbit, W. D. Loving cup. Review. por. 
S 21 N 09 p 18 c 5. 

Rice, Alonzo. Gleaners of the Pontine 
marshes. Poem. N 248 09 p 6c 4. 


a. 
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Rivers made famous through literature. 
illus. N 16009 plicl. 

Staff,G. B. Indiana. Poem. S 10009 p18 
e 5. 


Tarkington, N. B. Beasley’s Christmas. Re- 


view. N3N 09 p6c6. 
Lutz, Philip, jr. Contributes to leading maga- 
zines. por. S 30 Ag 09 p 3 ¢ 2. 


McCormick, Howard. Illustrator. Exhibit of 
work at Herron Institute. N 9 O 09 p 27 
e 3. 

Madstone. Famous stones in Indiana. 
N 30009 plbel. 

Marshall, Thomas R. Addresses State Chari- 
ties and Conference convention. S 25 O 09 
ples. 

Editorial on. S 26 O 09 p 6c 2. 

—— Greeting to labor. S68 09 plc3. 
Medical association endorses work of Dr. 
Wiley. (editorial) N90O09 p6c1l. 

M. E. conference. Meetings at Washington, 
Ind. N 22809 ple8; N 24809 plel, 
p7e3. 

Miller, Joaquin. Sketch of. 
N 09 p 15. : 

Mills, Gen. Anson. Bestows gifts on Thorn- 
town. illus. por. S 19 S 09 mag sec p 3. 

Monroe, Paul. Sketch of. por. S 19 S 09 
mag sec p 6 ¢ 7. 

Morlan, Dorothy. Artist. Exhibit. 
p8e8; NON 09 p3c5. 

Morton, Oliver Perry. Reminiscences concern- 
ing. (Bigelow.) 819 N 09 p8c 6. 

Municipal reference bureau. Its benefits for 
Indiana. (Lapp.) S 250 09 p6c 6. 

Musicians. Hission, Charlotte. Brief sketch 
of. por. N 23 0 09 p 17 ¢ 2. 

Nature study club. Excursion to the woods. 
(Woollen.) N 9 0 09 p 27 c 6. 

Takes outing in Brown county. N 23 O 09 
p 8c. 

Nesbit, Wilbur D. Loving cup. Review. por. 
S 21 N 09 p 18 ¢ 5. 

Newcastle. Growth of. S 12 N 09 p6c 6. 

Nicholson, Meredith. Lords of high decision. 
Review. illus. N 28 O 09 p ll c 4; S 31 
O 09 p 18 c 6. 

Ohio county. History of forming of. 
09 p 13 ¢ 6. 


illus. 


illus. por. N 6 


N6N 09 


N38 
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Peaceful Valley. Brown county a Mecca for 

artists. N 25 8 09 p 12 ¢ 3. 
“A day in the artists’ Arcadia.” 
5 S 09 mag sec p 3. 

Peat deposits. U. S. geological survey in- 
vestigations. N 118 09 pllcé6. 

Pecans. Plans for growing pecans. N 13 N 09 
pliel. 

Pering, Cornelius. Letters written in 1833 de- 
scribes Indiana at that time. S 10 O 09 
mag sec p 6. 

Perry, Oran. Indiana in the Mexican war. 
Review. S 29 Ag 09 mag sec p 4. 

Photographers. Exhibit at Herron institute. 
N6N 09 p8c8. 

Politics and government. Growth of law en- 
forcement in twenty-five years. (Ritter.) 
S$ 14009 p6c 5. 

Prosser, C. A. Brief sketch of career. 
S 29 Ag 09 p7 cl. 


illus. S 


por. 


Quakers. One hundred years in Indiana. His- 
torical sketch. illus. S 10 O 09 mag sec 
p 5. 


Railroad commission. Annual convention. N 
10 N 09 p2c 2. 
Religious denominations. 
N20 09 p4c3. 
Rice, Alonzo. Gleaners of the Pontine marshes. 

Poem. N 248 09 p6c 4. 

Riley, James Whitcomb. Gives recollections of 
early life at Hancock county society. S 4 
009 plel. 

Stories of early life. 

Rivers. Made famous through literature. 
illus. N 16009 p 15¢1. 

Robinson, Ralph. Teacher in the Philippines. 
Sketch. N 188 09 p 13 ¢ 1. 

School superintendents and boards, State as- 
sociations. Meetings. N 5 N 09 pide 4. 

Schools. Art taught in public schools of In- 
diana. illus. S 31 O 09 mag sec p 3. 

Defects in the High schools of Indiana. 
(Chandler.) S 24 O 09 mag sec p 6. 

Seymour. Growth of. S 22 N 09 p6c 6. 

Smither tavern. Historic landmark on Michi- 
gan road. illus. N 20 N 09 p 15 cl. 

Staff, George Bradshaw. Indiana. Poem. S 


Statistics of 1906. 


N 4009 pl0c2. 


10 0 09 p 18 ¢ 5. : 
Tarkington, Newton Booth. Beasley’s Christ- 
N3N 09 p6c 6. 


mas. Review. 
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Tarkington, Newton Booth, and Wilson, H. L. 
Your humble servant. Production at In-— 


dianapolis. § 150 09 p6c 5. 
—— Springtime. Review. (Fyles.) S 31 0 
09 p 33. ¢ 1. 


Thorntown. Celebrates homecoming of Gen. 
Anson Mills. illus. S 19 S 09 mag sec 
p 3. 

Gen. Anson Mills presents a fountain. illus. 
por, N70 09plc8. 

Tobacco. Growth in Indiana. N 2 0 09 p 15 
e 1. 

Townsend, Harry. [Illustrator. Exhibit of 
work at Herron institute. N 9 O 09 p 27 
¢e 3. 

Trevlac. History of the town. 
09 p 15e¢1. 

Troy. Plans to erect monument in honor of 
Robert Fulton. (Lewis.) N 25 8 09 p 13 
el. 

Tuberculosis hospital (Rockville). Ceremonies 
at laying of corner-stone. illus. N 16S 
09 ple?. 

Tuck, C. E. Poet. Brief comment on. por. 
S14N 09 p4c2. 

Vincennes. History. See also De Remur, S. 
W. G. 

Wallace, Lew. Statue of, to be placed in capi- 
tol at Washington, D. C. S 22 S 09 p 2 
ec 5. 

Waterways. Plans for meeting of waterways 
convention at Fort Wayne, Nov. 10-11, 
1909. N 218 09 p 15c 7. 

Map. NON 09 p2c3; STN 09 p6el. 

Meetings. S10N 09 picl; N1ON09p1 
e3; N1L1N09p1ce8; N12N 09 p9c2. 

Editorial. S10 N 09 p6c1l. 

Reply to Gov. Marshall’s warning. 
burg.) N 258 09 pllc3. 

Plan of commission not approved by W. S&S. 
Blatchley. N 25 § 09 p ll c 5. 

Western association of writers. Brief history. 
(Parker.) N 248 09 p6c 4. 

Women’s clubs. See Clubs. 


illus. N 230 


(Reisen- 


“The Odyssey is a rattling good 
yarn, and a normal youth can be tempted to 
read it in Lang’s translation just as he would 
read Huckleberry Finn, without suspecting that 
he was making acquaintance with a master- 
piece.”—-Brander Matthews, in The Independ- 
ent. 
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INDIANA PERSONALS. 





Miss Laure Claire Foucher, children’s libra- 
rian in the Fort Wayne public library, resigned 
November Ist to accept a similar position in 
the Harlem branch of the New York public 
library. 

Miss Marion A. Webb, a young woman of 
Fort Wayne, who has been in the library for 
some time, will succeed Miss Foucher when 
she has finished her library school course at 
Pratt Institute. 

Miss Julia Mason has resigned from the po- 
sition of librarian at Sullivan to become li- 
brarian of the Princeton public library, suc- 
ceeding Mrs. W. M. Duncan, resigned. Miss 
Mabel Fleming is assistant librarian. 

Miss Dillie Alsfasser, for seven years an as- 
sistant in the Laporte public library, resigned 
from her position November lst. 

Miss Bessie Caldwell has been elected to 
succeed Miss Daisy Grubbs as librarian at 
Martinsville. Mrs. Gussie P. Yakey has been 
made assistant. : 

Miss Estella C. Stringer of Indianapolis has 
been appointed to a temporary position in the 
Fort Wayne public library. 

Miss Faye Tillotson, librarian-elect of the 
Clinton public library, has been appointed to 
a temporary position at Sullivan. 

Miss Zada M. Carr of Valparaiso has been 
made librarian of the Linton public library 
to succeed Miss Grace Burton, resigned. 

Mrs. Emma L. Davidson of Peru, who was 
librarian of the Indiana state library from 
1895-1897, died in Chicago, November 23d. 

Mrs. Alicia H. Barnes, librarian of the Eck- 
hart public library, Auburn, has been granted 
three months’ leave of absence, beginning Jan- 
uary first. She will spend the winter in Cali- 
fornia. 

Miss Ella Davidson is the acting librarian 
at Vincennes during Miss Lottie Trimble’s ab- 
sence. Miss Maud Wilhite is assistant. 

Miss Nellie Robertson, student at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois Library School 1908-09, has 
been appointed librarian of the Elwood public 
library to succeed Miss Orpha M. Peters. Miss 
Robertson has been employed in the library 
at the University of Illinois during the past 
summer. 
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Miss Frieda Woerner of Indianapolis has ac- 
cepted a position in the loan department of 
the University of Illinois library. 

Miss Isabelle Ford will be the acting li- 
brarian of the Kokomo public library during 
Miss Trimble’s leave of absence. Miss Dorothy 
Meyers, formerly of Wabash, has been ap- 
pointed cataloguer. 


NEWS OF INDIANA LIBRARIES. 





Auburn.—The name of the public library at 
Auburn has been changed to the Charles Eck- 
hart Public Library. Mr. Eckhart has pur- 
chased a fine site in the best part of the resi- 
dent district on which to erect the new library 
building which he has promised to the city. 
The plans have been accepted and contracts 
are being let, but the work of construction 
will not begin until April. Mr. Eckhart de- 
clares that no expense will be spared in the 
attempt to make it the best small library in 
the state. It will probably be completed about 
January 1, 1911. 

Mr. Carnegie, when informed that the city 
would not accept his offer of $12,500 for a 
building, wrote the board a personal letter 
congratulating Auburn on having so public- 
spirited a citizen as Mr. Eckhart, and sent to 
the library complimentary copies of several 
books and pamphlets of which he is the author. 


Boswell.—A public meeting was held at Bos- 
well on November 15th to consider the ques- 
tion of establishing a public library. The sec- 
retary of the Public Library Commission was 
present and made a brief address, which was 
followed by a general discussion. Mr. John 8S. 
Moore, member of the library board at Plain- 
field, was in the audience and spoke very en- 
thusiastically of the library in his town and 
encouraged the citizens of Boswell to make a 
beginning. In the end a committee of eleven 
members was appointed to push the library 
project. Boswell is situated in one of the rich- 
est agricultural districts in the state, and it is 
expected that the library when established will 
receive township support. Dr. C. W. Atkin- 
son and Rev. J. J. Simpson, who was made 
chairman of the committee, are the two most 
active workers in the movement. 
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Corydon.—The library association has 
adopted a constitution and appointed a board 
of control to have charge of all the business 
of the association. <A lecture by Capt. S. Al- 
berta of Chicago was given in October under 
the auspices of the association and the pro- 
ceeds used for library purposes. 


Elwocd.—On September lith Mr. H. F. Will- 
kie filed an injunction against the city of El- 
wood enjoining it from paying money to the 
Elwood Public Library Association on the 
ground that not all the money received by the 
library from the city was spent for reading 
matter. Four days later he also filed suit 
against the American Sheet and Tin Plate 
Company to compel that concern to cancel its 
stock of $1,000 in the library association. A 
demurrer filed by the library association and 
the city to the first complaint was sustained 
by Judge Austill of Anderson in a decision 
handed down about three weeks later. Since 
then Mr. Willkie has filed an amended com- 
plaint, and the library association and the 
city have again filed demurrers. This case is 
pending in the Madison Superior Court. 


Evansville—A branch library has _ been 
opened on the West Side at Evansville. It is 
located in the West Side Y. M. C. A. and is 
in charge of the Y. M. C. A. secretary, Mr. 
Charles Von Harten. 


Fort Wayne.—A tuberculosis exhibit was 
held at the Fort Wayne public library No- 
vember the llth. In the evening Dr. J. N. 
Hurty of the State Board of Health and Dr. 
Frank Wynn of New York delivered addresses. 
It was estimated that more than fifteen hun- 
dred people attended the exhibit and lectures. 


Garrett.—The secretary of the Public Li- 
brary Commission met with a few representa- 
tive citizens at Garrett on November 1lth to 
talk over the question of establishing a public 
library. It was the unanimous decision of 
those present that Garrett should have a pub- 
lic library, and a committee was appointed to 
see that the necessary steps were taken look- 
ing toward an organization. 


Hammond.—Mrs. Hammond, widow of the 
late Thomas Hammond, has presented to the 
public library two hundred and sixty-six vol- 
umes of the Congressional Record, accumulated 
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by Mr. Hammond while he was representative 
from the Tenth district. 


Indianapolis—Three of the six branch li- 
braries provided for by Mr. Carnegie’s gift of 
$120,000 have been begun. One building has 
the roof on, another has the walls partly up, 
and the third is just begun. The architects 
of the buildings have been different in each 
ease; they are D. A. Bohlen, Foltz & Parker 
and R. P. Daggett. The branches are situated 
one in the western, one in the southern and 
one in the eastern part of the city. 

The building most nearly completed was 
wrecked by the dynamiters on September 24th 
along with three other buildings being con- 
structed by Albert Von Spreckelson. Consider- 
able damage was done to the library building, 
but the repairs were promptly made and the 
work is now proceeding very satisfactorily. 

Lawrenceburg.—Certain citizens of lLaw- 
renceburg have been making a long fight for a 
public library, and there seems to be some 
hope now of success. <A subscription list was 
filed with the clerk of the circuit court to se- 
cure the establishment of a library, and after 
considerable objection in open court the list 
has been declared legal, and some of the ap- 
pointments to the library board have been 
made. 


Liberty.—A small public meeting was held 
in Liberty, September 24th, at which the sec- 
retary of the commission and Mr. Hadley were 
present. It was not deemed advisable to take 
any definite action declaring for a public li- 
brary, but a committee was appointed to in- 
quire further into the matter. 

Monticello—The Monticello public library 
has a special “college corner” in its reading 
room. It is decorated with a collection of 
different college pennants hung above a table 
on which may be found college catalogs, year- 
books, pictures and college papers. Alumni, 
parents of students, and prospective students 
all find the corner interesting. 


Pendleton.—_A mass meeting was held in 
Pendleton the first part of October in the in- 
terest of the proposed public library. A com-- 
mittee was appointed, and it has been decided 
to ask Carnegie to give money for a build- 
ing. A lot for the building has been offered 
by T. M. Hardy, Sr. 

















Plainfield.—A most successful Thanksgiving 
story hour was conducted in the Plainfield pub- 
lic library by Miss Mayme Snipes, the li- 
brarian, assisted by Mrs. Ernest Cooper, mem- 
ber of the board of trustees. The children’s 
room was decorated with ferns and clusters of 
bitter-sweet. Attractive picture bulletins, with 
lists of Thanksgiving stories and poems, were 
hung in conspicuous places. Mrs. Cooper told 
in a very pleasing manner the Pumpkin glory 
from “Christmas every day and other stories,” 
by W. D. Howells, and Steven’s Thanksgiv- 
ing from A. F. Johnston’s “Big brother.” Puri- 
tan children and turkey gobblers cut from 
brown art paper by one of the children were 
given as favors. 

A hundred and fifteen children came, sixty 
the first hour and fifty-five the second. They 
went away feeling as if they had had a real, 
true story hour. 

Richmond.—The report of the Morrison- 
Reeves library for the year ending May 14, 
1909, shows 38,336 volumes on the shelves, 
2,027 of which were added ‘during the year. 
The borrowe*s number 14,004, a gain of 1,092 
in the year. It is explained that the fear of 
a smallpox epidemic kept the gain down very 
materially. A belief is expressed that fumiga- 
tion is inadequate and a statement made that 
all books returned from families having scarlet 
fever, diphtheria or smallpox have been 
promptly burned. More than forty books were 
lost in this way during the year. 

The librarian calls special attention to two 
notable collections of books which have been 
added to the library recently, these being ad- 
ditions to. the Dennis memorial and a collec- 
tion of books belonging to the late Dr. Zac- 
cheus Test of Richmond. 

Typographically, the report deserves special 
commendation. 


Shelbyville——The Carnegie public library of 
Shelbyville began last March the issue of a 
It contains classified lists of recent 


bulletin. 
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accessions, giving author, title and call num- 
ber. The second number was issued in Sep- 
tember. 


Spencer.—The public library of Spencer has 
been opened for the free use of all the resi- 
dents of the township, and it is reported that 
quite a number of people from the country are 
taking advantage of the new arrangement. 

The picture “Christ among the doctors” has 
been presented to the library by the Woman’s 
Club. 


Tipton.—The Tipton public library board is 
planning to have made a bronze memorial tab- 
let to be put up in the library building in 
honor of Mr. E. H. Shirk, whose wife has made 
notable gifts to the library. 


Winchester.—The Winchester Library Asso- 
ciation took charge of two moving picture 
shows on October 8th as a means of raising 
money for their library. The members of the 
association are working industriously for the 
establishment of a public library. 


“Mr. Carnegie, who has built up a great 
American industry, and in his intense Ameri- 
canisms speaks for democracy and a world 
peace and world citizenship, scatters over our 
country library buildings that are in design 
essentially European and unmodern. If only 
he would insist that they be American archi- 
tecture and real craftsmanship, he might help 
us to vital architecture as no other influence 
could, even to a real domestic architecture; 
for the library is an adjunct to and an exten- 
sion of the home. Mr. Carnegie, like some 
of the rest of us, believes in the spirit of 
democracy, only we don’t know what it is and 
don’t try to apply it. We are beginning to 
look toward something beyond or behind it, 
and our college professors and wise men babble 
about the failure of the untried.”—William L. 
Price, in The Craftsman. 

















